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Vancouver Island has plenty of gold = BEAR s

medal-worthy golf

By Joe Passov, Senior Editor (Courses/Rankings)
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Forget the Winter Olympics — golfers are all about the
 summer. Vancouver Island is just north of Seattle in the
® Canadian province of British Columbia, a quick trip

| across the Strait of Georgia from downtown Vancouver.
The Vancouver Island Golf Trail starts at Victoria's
Inner Harbour and runs roughly 150 miles northwest to
the Campbell River, and along the way it offers a
podium full of scenic, bargain-priced courses.
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Here's Travelin' Joe's take: the Halibut Cheeks appetizer at the resort's Silverado Steakhouse is more
memorable than its golf. The course is typical resort fare: tight, tree-lined doglegs, often bunkered on
the inside elbow, enough risk/reward water holes to keep good players on their toes and a handful of
handsome panoramas. It's a healthy three-and-a-half-hour drive here from Victoria, but enticing side
trips make this a journey I'd take again, if only for the candied salmon at Fanny Bay Oysters Seafood
Shop (fannybayoysters.com) in Buckley Bay.

Morningstar Golf Course
Parksville, B.C.

7,018 yards, par 72
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800-567-1320
morningstargolf.com

The charming seaside towns of Parksville and Qualicum Beach are roughly a two-hour drive north of
Victoria. You can see the water from an ancient nine-hole muni called Qualicum Beach Memorial, but it
you're looking for a real taste of championship golf, try Morningstar. This sturdy Les Furber creation
features a balanced mixture of well-bunkered, open holes and narrow, wooded tests. I'll challenge
anyone to find a tougher medium-length par 4 than the 404-yard 12th. The hole twists downhill to the
right but demands a carefully placed tee shot to a skinny fairway that slopes right-to-left. The ensuing
sidehill approach from about 160 yards requires a shot over a wetland to a tiny green guarded by a
front-left bunker.

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE

The Four-Diamond Hotel Grand Pacific (800-663-7550, hotelgrandpacific.com; rooms from $159) boasts
an amazing location overlooking Victoria's Inner Harbour. The Westin Bear Mountain Golf Resort & Spa
(250-391-7160, bearmountain.ca; rooms from $159) is a luxury lodge with a shopping village and superb
restaurants.

At Spinnakers Gastro Brewpub (877-838-2739, spinnakers.com) the house-made ales and brick-oven
pizzas are standouts, while Butchart Gardens (250-544-4477, butchartgardens.com; $15-%30) has
impressed visitors with its 55 acres of flowers, trees and shrubbery for more than a century.
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